Facets of Hebrew and Semitic linguistics Handout 5 (Sept. 17)
LING 214/614, JIDST 215/675, Fall 2013
Tamds Biré

Theme: the Northwest Semitic languages, family tree model vs. wave model (see previous handout)

1. Introduction to Biblical Hebrew: a comparison of Deut 6:4-9
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Joma¥® jitra:te:l ado:na;j glohe:-nu: ado:na;j eha:d.
hear.Imperat.Sg2masc  Israel Lord God-PI1m Lord one.
‘Hear, o, Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is one.’

wa-a:hav-ta: et ado:na;j €lohe:-xa: ba-xal lsva:v-xa:
and-love-Perf.Sg2masc  ACC  Lord God-Sg2m in/with-all heart-Sg2masc
u-ve-xol naffe-xa: u-ve-xol mafo:d-exa:.

and-in/with-all  soul-Sg2masc and-in/with-all force-Sg2masc.

‘And you shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart and all your soul and all your might.’

wsa-ha:ju: ha-ddsva:r-iim ha:-e:lle afer  a:noxi:
and-be.Perf.PI3 the-word-PI the-these which |

meos¥aw-xa: ha-jjo:m fal lava:ve-xa..
command.Part.Sg.masc-Sg2masc the-day on heart-Sg2masc.

‘And these words, which | command you today, shall be on your heart.’
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(Pentateuch, followed by the Targum Ongelos, a Middle Aramaic translation of the Pentateuch)
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Masoretic Text vs. Tanakh Ram [Israeli Hebrew] (RAM Publishing House, 2010)*
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NB: No class on September 19 (first day of Succoth).

Homework for Tuesday, September 24): Choose one of the following roles

1. A Jewish scholar in 10™ century Baghdad (e.g. Saadya gaon or Qirgisani) whose native tongue
is (Judeo)-Arabic, but understands both (Biblical) Hebrew and Aramaic.

2. A modern Israeli Bible scholar, whose native tongue is Israeli Hebrew.
3. Arenaissance Christian scholar of the Old Testament, whose native tongue is Indo-European.
4. A structuralist linguist at Yale in the 1930s, whose native tongue is Indo-European.

Analyze one of the above renditions of Deut. 6:4-9 from the chosen perspective. Prepare a 5-min-long
presentation with handouts/slides. First, explain the (socio-historical) background of your perspective,
your eventual biases, your motivation and your “methodology”. Then, summarize your observations.

! Read the opinions of Ghil’ad Zuckermann and Shira Leibowitz Schmidt on the RAM Bible in the Jerusalem Post
(available on the website and/or classesv2).



